
God First:  Evaluating And Realigning Priorities 

6 You have planted much, but harvested little. You eat, but never have enough.  You 
drink, but never have your fill. You put on clothes, but are not warm. You earn wages, 

only to put them in a purse with holes in it.”  7 This is what the Lord Almighty says: “Give 
careful thought to your ways”.     -Haggai 1: 6-7 

I imagine that if we could see the day planners and banking statements of the Israelites, 
they wouldn't look much different than ours today. They were busy and the balance was 
low! They were planting and harvesting, toiling to fill the bellies of their children, 
gathering around the table to eat, and clothing their families. And yet, with all this work 
and completion of tasks, they were empty, worn out, and broke. And so, they turned to 
God, right? Wrong. Scripture says they mustered up more energy, struggled to fill their 
bellies, and worked harder. 

God's message through Haggai called the people to self-examination. He asked them to 
think about their ways. He asked them to review how they were spending their time and 
resources. Today, begin examining your ways. Consider: 

- your monthly calendar and daily plans                                                                               
- your bank/spending records 
- your possessions 
- your use of leisure time

�



Make written notes of the things that you do that eat up your time and resources. What 
are you doing to build your house before you build His house? Sit quietly with God. 
Meditate on your ways today and listen for his direction, conviction, and call to turn back 
to him as your first priority. 

Dear Lord, 
As I sit here with you, I pray that you will give me clarity to view my calendar, finances, 
and time honestly. Help me to hear your leading about what to change and what to 
pursue. Take away my excuses and justifications by speaking your truth into my heart 
and mind. Lord, I want to live for you with all my heart, soul, mind, and strength, but 
without you leading me, I simply lose the fight to my own selfish desires.  Strengthen me 
with your spirit.   Amen 
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Go up into the mountains and bring down timber and build my house, so that I may take 
pleasure in it and be honored,” says the Lord.     -Haggai 1:8 

Through Haggai, God called his people to consider their ways. He told them to 
reprioritize and come back to him. In today's passage, God calls the people to action. 
He tells them to go into the mountains and get the timber that was needed to rebuild the 
temple. He called them to stop what they are doing and put first things first. In Old 
Testament days, the temple was God's dwelling. It was evidence of his physical 
presence. Today, you (and those within Christ's church) are the temple of God. He lives 
within you. Through Haggai, we are being called to make ourselves a fit dwelling for the 
Spirit of God. 

Throughout this study, pray that God will open your eyes to necessary changes so that 
you can truly live a God First life. What does that mean? Jesus very clearly explains for 
us...Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind.”      -Matthew 22:37 

This isn't a study in which you will simply acquire knowledge. It is a study that will call 
you to stop what you are doing, pray for discernment, take action, and make sacrifices. 
This is not a study to be taken lightly for it is the foundation upon which your life will be 
built and future decisions will be made. It's time to gather the timber and rebuild His 
temple! 
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Allow the Holy Spirit to work within you as you consider your responses to these 
questions that are imperative in rebuilding God's holy temple (YOU!): 

How do you spend your money (which is really God's money)?

How do you spend your time (daily, weekly, monthly)? 

What do you think about most? 

Do you think about getting rich, secret thoughts, traveling, material possessions, or God 
and his will for you? 

What are your short and long-term goals? 

Who do you spend time with? 

Who do you admire or want to be like? 

How do you spend your leisure time?                                                                                     

It's time to make a written plan and to talk with your spouse or close friends about doing 
whatever it takes to align your priorities with God being first. Find another Christian to 
hold you accountable and to help you clearly see the ways in which you need to 
change. It's time to take action!  

Dear Jesus, I need you to help me. I need you to clearly show me where my priorities 
are out of line and where my selfish desires are winning the fight for my time, resources, 
and energy. You call me to live for you first and that is my desire. So, I pray that you will 
help my family and friends understand why things must change. Please give me a 
partner to hold me accountable. One who I can trust and confide in about those things 
which are close to my heart and will yet speak hard truth when I need to hear it!    Amen  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When you have eaten your fill, be sure to praise the Lord your God for the good land he 
has given you.     -Deuteronomy 8:10 NLT 

When life is going good we have a tendency to forget about God. Even when things 
aren't great, but they are keeping us busy, we leave God out. Staying busy, even with 
things are good, can be dangerous to our spiritual lives. As the people in Jerusalem got 
busy rebuilding their lives they started relying on their own strength instead of God's. 
They stopped going to Him for help and their spiritual lives started to drop off. They 
didn't look to Him for wisdom nor did they trust Him with their problems. Being busy 
wasn't their problem. Being busy isn't a bad thing, but forgetting to bring God along is. 
They laid their values aside and compromised for worldly gain. 

The same happens to us when we get busy and things are going good. We run out of 
time to spend with God and we forget that He is there to help us in our need. We get 
into selfish mode and work on our problems alone. We figure out our schedules on our 
own and we spend our money on our own. We stop asking God to guide our actions 
and our decisions. We don't invite Him to join us in our busy, running the risk of 
forgetting about Him. When things are going good we get prideful and we end up 
wanting more... more money, more praise, more fun, more responsibilities and more 
stuff. 

As you continue reading Deuteronomy you will find that God's people struggled with 
keeping Him first in their lives even when they witnessed, first hand, His amazing 
provision. Unfortunately, we do the same thing. We will read from the message version 
and imagine Moses speaking directly to us. 
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Make sure you don't forget God, your God, by not keeping his commandments, his rules 
and regulations that I command you today. Make sure that when you eat and are 
satisfied, build pleasant houses and settle in, see your herds and flocks flourish and 
more and more money come in, watch your standard of living going up and up - make 
sure you don't become so full of yourself and your things that you forget God, your God, 
the God who delivered you from Egyptian slavery; 
the God who led you through that huge and fearsome wilderness, 
those desolate, arid badlands crawling with fiery snakes and scorpions; 
the God who gave you water gushing from a hard rock; 
the God who gave you manna to eat in the wilderness, something your ancestors had 
never heard of, in order to give you a taste of the hard life, to test you so that you would 
be prepared to live well in the days ahead of you. 
If you start thinking to yourselves, "I did all this. And all by myself. I'm rich. It's all mine!" 
- well, think again. Remember that God, your God, gave you the strength to produce all 
this wealth so as to confirm the covenant that he promised to your ancestors - as it is 
today.  If you forget, forget God, your God, and start taking up with other gods, serving 
and worshipping them, I'm on record right now as giving you firm warning: that will be 
the end of you; I mean it - destruction. You'll go to your doom - the same as the nations 
God is destroying before you; doom because you wouldn't obey the voice of God, your 
God.     -Deuteronomy 8:11-20 MSG 
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In what circumstances do you take God with you?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________  

What kind of busy allows time for God in your life?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________  

Are there things you have gotten so used to doing on your own that you have become 
self- sufficient in that area?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________  

What areas of your life have you left God out of?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

Are there blessings in your life that you have forgotten about or taken for granted?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 
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You hoped for rich harvests, but they were poor.  And when you brought your harvest 
home, I blew it away.  Why?  Because my house lies in ruins, says the Lord of Heaven’s 

Armies, while all of you are busy building your own houses.     -Haggai 1:9

Have you ever just wanted to shout, "Wake up and pay attention" to someone who just 
wasn't seeing the real picture. You've surely been around someone who is truly 
oblivious to the truth of their situation. Perhaps this has even been you at times. I know 
my toes are being stepped on here a bit too by my own failure to see what was really 
going on at times, and this is the case in verse 9 of Haggai 1. 

Those living in Jerusalem had grown indifferent to the condition of God's temple, his 
dwelling. They had grown accustomed to seeing the ramshackle temple among them 
just waiting to be rebuilt. They had witnessed the beginning of reconstruction and 
perhaps even jubilantly participated in the early work of rebuilding. Yet, the temple lay in 
ruins, and God was displeased. As the Jews busied themselves with updating and 
maintaining their own homes, they totally ignored the broken-down temple of God. 

They looked around expecting a great harvest, but what they found was a yield less 
than what they had sown. And even the small yield they reaped was 'blown away". With 
his very breath, God dissipated the little harvest they had. Why? To wake them up to the 
truth of their own greediness and messed up priorities. While they busied themselves 
with meeting and maintaining their own homes they neglected God's. 
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Fast forward thousands of years.... can you relate to this scenario? You hustle and 
bustle to get the kids to the games, groceries bought, attend meetings, go to yoga, 
invite the in-laws for supper, balance the checkbook, pick up extra hours so you can 
purchase items on the 'want list' and possibly share a night out with the girls. You are 
now exhausted, and what a better time to catch up on household chores or just relax a 
bit than on Wednesday evening when you bow out of the church meeting or on Sunday 
morning when the kids can sleep in a bit instead of attending church. But especially 
dismissed is the time to sit, read, and build the temple of the Lord within you. Oh, you 
know how it is, you say, " I will sit and read my Bible or devotions in a little bit when I get 
this or that done." 

Friends, I'm going to make a bold statement, but one I believe God is still speaking to us 
today through Haggai... We are living in a culture just like that of the Jews in this story. 
God is not our first love, but rather he's worshipped when it fits into our schedules or 
more commonly ignored all together. We choose many events over Bible studies or 
Sunday School. Church is skipped. Church finances are low and helpers are slim. And 
His temple, which is our very body and soul, lay in ruins as it is neglected. And most of 
us aren't even aware of it. 

Lord, there is a flurry of activity going on in this world. There are more options today 
than ever of things to do, places to go and people to visit. Yet, as I read Haggai, I am 
called to evaluate the truth of my situation. Am I neglecting to build your temple? Am I 
failing to read your word so that it can mature my faith? Am I busying myself with 
activities that will just 'blow away' into the realm of nothingness? Oh, Jesus, please 
forgive me. Strengthen my spirit to make necessary changes.  Help me to die to my own 
desires and live within your will instead of pleasing my flesh.   Amen 
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The Parable of the Rich Fool Luke 12:13-21 NIV 

13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance 
with me.” 14 Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between 
you?” 15 Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; 
life does not consist in an abundance of possessions.” 16 And he told them this parable: 
“The ground of a certain rich man yielded an abundant harvest. 17 He thought to 
himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.’ 18 “Then he said, ‘This is 
what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store my 
surplus grain. 19 And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. 
Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’ 20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very 
night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for 
yourself?’ 21 “This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is 
not rich toward God.” 

Yesterday we read how the Israelites worked and worked to no avail. They planted and 
yet gathered little grain. No matter how hard they worked, the harvest was slim. They 
"expected much, but it turned out to be little", as God revealed to them through Haggai. 

In today's passage from Luke, we see the reverse situation. We see the culmination of 
much work yielding an abundant harvest. Isn't this so American? We live in a world of 
plenty. No, actually we live in a world of overabundance. Just go into any department 
store... it's overwhelming to look at all the merchandise. Now take that times the millions 
of stores that are in business. It is truly ridiculous to imagine the amount of 'stuff' in 
America. But even worse, look in your own home. Do you have a houseful of stuff? 
What about a garage also? What about an additional outbuilding? Oh, and are you one 
of the many folks that also rents additional storage at a self-storage facility? When is 
enough enough? 
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In today's passage, we are clearly shown when enough is enough. Our main character 
is a rich man, who could in reality represent any one of us, is thrilled with his harvest. 
His harvest has been so great that he can't even store it all in his barns. So he has the 
idea of tearing down his old barns and building bigger, better ones to house his grain for 
future use! He also begins planning how to spend his 401K and kick back to enjoy his 
retirement! He's ready to quit working and have some 'me time'. 

Yet God doesn't see it this way at all. God is angered by the man's selfishness. He is 
not impressed with his abundant harvest. God calls him a fool, which is defined as 'a 
person who lacks good sense or judgement: a stupid or silly person' (Merriam-Webster). 
For, that very night, the rich man will die and all his 'harvest' will be given to another 
man. Such a sad, tragic story. 

Friend, look at your barns. Are you constantly upgrading your 'barns' because you are 
acquiring more and more stuff? Are you storing up for yourself or using the resources 
God provides to build an eternal harvest of souls for His kingdom? When your final day 
comes and your life is demanded of you will God call you a fool or will he call you a 
"good and faithful servant"? (Matthew 25:23) 

Dear Lord, 
Again, I ask that you open my eyes to the truth of my situation, my stuff, and my 
priorities. Give me your eyes and your heart to see this life differently, to rise above the 
ways of society, and live in the true light of eternity focused on what really matters... my 
relationship with you and being your hands and feet in the making of disciples. Lord, 
show me how to pair-down my "barns' and give generously to others trusting you to 
provide for my future needs.   Amen and Amen 
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