
God First: Introduction

Our calendars are packed. There are multiple events scheduled each day, the to-do list 
is long and ever-growing, and as we flip through the months ahead... there is no sign of 
slowing!

We are busy to say the least. We are raising our children, working to provide, attaining 
and maintaining our homes, and we are giving it our all.  We are ensuring that our kids 
are polite, well fed, well dressed, and well-rounded. And yet, we find ourselves out of 
time, out of money, and mostly out of energy! So, what are we to do in order to change 
this madness?

Busyness isn’t a new issue for people. It’s not that we have more to do these days than 
those in days past. Oh, we may have more opportunities and more activities, but we 
also have the luxury of conveniences like dishwashers, power tools, and hired services. 
With these conveniences, why are still so busy and behind? Why are we out of money 
before we are out of days?

When all the facts are in and the situations assessed, the bottom line is that slowly we 
have allowed our priorities to shift. We are now in a constant state of emergency. 
Everything is urgent. Everything needs to be experienced to the fullest at the earliest 
possible age and in the quickest possible manner. When and how did this become the 
‘way of life’?

Sadly, in today’s society and in our very lives, the urgent often outweighs the important. 
Look at these words as defined in the Merriam-Webster dictionary:

Urgent: calling for immediate attention, pressing

Important: marked by or indicative of significant worth or consequence:  valuable in 
content or relationship

While we toil away on the urgent and pressing tasks of raising our children, making 
more and more money, organizing our belongings, and orchestrating a multitude of 
events we wander farther and farther from the important... serving a God who longs to 
have our soul devotion of heart, soul, mind, and strength.
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If you can relate to any or all of these statements, then you have joined the right study 
as we journey through the book of Haggai. We will hear his prophecy to the Israelites 
and the call to return to serving God first. Let’s pray together for open hearts to hear and 
respond to this message as we surrender and hold one another accountable to being 
GOD FIRST FRIENDS.

Father God,                                                                                                                    
We ask that you open our hearts and spirits to your message. Enable us to hear your 
call above the urgent and pressing schedules and tasks in our lives. Use us, Lord, as 
witnesses for personal change and as a call to our families and communities to return to 
what is solely important. God, grant us courage to make necessary changes.   Amen
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God First: Background

Cyrus, King of Persia, issued a decree following the conquering of Babylon.  He called 
all Jews in Babylon to return home to Jerusalem where they would begin working on 
rebuilding the Temple of God.  After two years of work they had completed the 
foundation.  

When the builders completed the foundation of the Lord's Temple, the priests put on 
their robes and took their places to blow their trumpets. And the Levites, descendants of 
Asaph, clashed their cymbals to praise the Lord, just as King Davide had prescribed. 
 With praise and thanksgiving, they sang this song to the Lord:  "He is so good!  His 
faithful love for Israel endures forever!” Then all the people gave a great shout, praising 
the Lord because the foundation of the Lord's Temple had been laid.                               
-Ezra 3:10-11 NLT

They were a God focused nation and their priority was on building a worship place for 
the God who led them home, the God who had provided so much for them and those 
before them.  While they succeeded in this rebuilding, their success worried their 
neighbors and the nearby Samaritans.

Then the local residents tried to discourage and frighten the people of Judah to keep 
them form their work.  They bribed agents to work against them and to frustrate their 
plans.  This went on during the entire reign of King Cyrus of Persia, and lasted until King 
Darius of Persia took the throne.     -Ezra 4:4-5 NLT  

This opposition halted their progress.  They soon became more concerned with their 
personal lives and neglected their spiritual lives.  God was no longer first priority to 
them. Ten years passed and God was angry.  It was time for a change.  God would 
choose the prophet Haggai to deliver his message calling His people back to Him.  
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Can you relate to opposition?
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

What/who keeps you from making God your first priority?
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
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God First: Haggai 1:1-2

1 On the first day of the sixth month of the second year in the reign of King Darius of 
Persia, God's message was delivered by the prophet Haggai to the governor of Judah, 

Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, and to the high priest, Joshua son of Jehozadak: 
2 A Message from God-of-the-Angel-Armies: "The people procrastinate. They say this 

isn't the right time to rebuild my Temple, the Temple of God."          - MSG

After returning home and getting to work on the Temple some opposition arose and the 
rebuilding stopped.  The people began procrastinating, claiming it wasn't the right time 
to rebuild.  They were busy establishing their own families and homes.  They were 
working hard to provide food and shelter after picking up the pieces from their exile. 
They had good intentions and good reason to be busy, but is any reason good enough 
to put off God's work?  

We too can fill our schedules with good things, work, bible study, kids activities, 
volunteering, and house cleaning.  After all, God wants us to provide for our family and 
He certainly wants us to be doing good things for others.  We tell ourselves when we 
get this one task accomplished we will sit down with God or when the kids go back to 
school I will start this dream He has laid on my heart.  When life gets busy or things get 
difficult we may assume that it's not the best time to be doing God's work or spending 
time with Him working on our spiritual lives.  It's easy to convince ourselves that God 
understands and His patience will be on our side.  Where in reality He has not moved. 
That thing He asked you to do is still undone.  That person He asked you to visit is still 
alone. The book He has brought to your mind to read is still on the bookshelf.  That job 
He has placed in front of you is still waiting on your resume.  And believe me I don't 
have time to read and I wouldn't even know how to write a resume, but in reading 
Haggai I am learning that no matter what I think, I had better be in communication with 
God and follow His will for me, even if the timing doesn't seem right.
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Their reason for going back to Jerusalem all those years prior was to rebuild the 
Temple. Initially they were excited about the task and celebrated their accomplishments. 
But then opposition came and they took their eyes off of God.  

They went into survival mode and started worrying about their homes and families and 
forgot the full provision that they grew up knowing of the Lord.  
As time went on they became self sufficient and stopped looking to God for help and as 
a result their spiritual lives suffered.  

What has God asked you to do for Him?
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

What are your reasons for not following through with what He has asked of you?
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
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God First: Haggai 1:3-4

3 Then the Lord sent this message through the prophet Haggai: 
4 " Why are you living in luxurious houses while my house lies in ruins?      -NLT

The condition of the Temple represented the spiritual lives of the people of Judah.  As it 
lay in ruins so did their relationship with God.  They put all of their time and resources 
into making a good life for themselves and they left God out of the picture.   When we 
put God first in our life, He is sure to bless our efforts.  Unfortunately the people of 
Judah were gaining less as they worked harder because they were disobeying God. But 
when God is our number one priority we spend time with Him getting to know Him, and 
living in His will becomes easier and easier.  There is more to living than caring for our 
physical needs.  We must be willing to work on our spiritual needs as well. Becoming 
self sufficient and working only for worldly gain will end up in disaster.  

No servant can be the slave of two masters; such a slave will hate one and love the 
other or will be loyal to one and despise the other.  You cannot serve both God and 
money.     -Luke 16:13 NLT 

What is the condition of your spiritual life?  Is it lying in ruins, are you in the process of 
rebuilding or is it complete?  
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

What are some things you can set aside to focus more on your spiritual needs?
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
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God First: Haggai 1:4

4 This is what the Lord of Heaven's Armies says:  Look at what's happening to you!     
-NLT

Of course God knew them well but they no longer looked the same.  They had fallen 
away from Him with all there busyness and they forgot to reach out to Him in worship. 
They were unrecognizable.  Their personal lives had left God out and they no longer 
included Him in their daily lives.  Their work for Him had come to a stop some years 
before and His house still laid in ruins.  He is like a desperate father pleading with His 
child who has gone off the deep end.  In one last attempt He shakes her to make her 
realize how far away she was.  He pleads with her to look at her life, her appearance, 
her surroundings, and tells her to wake up! 

What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul?     -Mark 8:36 NIV

For where your treasure is, there you heart will also be.     -Luke 12:34 NIV

Watching them work selfishly on their own lives and for their own gain, God 
was saddened.  He had patiently waited long enough.  It was time to get their attention 
by calling them back from their disordered priorities.  Haggai was His man, and what a 
tough job that must have been.  The people were home, they were happy, they were 
busy rebuilding their lives. They were self sufficient and the last thing they needed was 
someone telling them they were wrong.  But Haggai obeyed God and delivered 
God's message to the people.
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How would you react to a message like this? 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
 

Where would you begin looking at your life?  Would there be any changes to make?  
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
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